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to satisfactorily determine the presence of multiple 
growths. Finally, it is impossible to say whether the 
tumor is situated in the white substance or in the cortex. 

According to his views, the justification for operating 
for brain tumor must be conceded, and he believes that 
the operation will not be discarded. Even after a partial 
extirpation of the growth there is frequently improve¬ 
ment in the general symptoms. 

This is brought about by the diminution of the intra¬ 
cranial pressure ; first, by a partial removal of the tumor ; 
second, as the tumor is situated directly at the trephinie 
opening and grows into it, and third, through the loss 
of cerebro-spinal fluid.—(Neurolog. Centrbl., No. u, 
1893V W. M. L. 

Contribution to the Study of the Therapeutic 
Action of the Liquid Extract of Sheep’s Brains 
in Adults and Infants. —Dr. Moncorvo. (. Bulletin 
General de Thcrapeutique , November 15, 1893.) 

The subjects experimented upon comprise two 
groups : first, children between the ages of two and ten 
years, of which four were boys and nine were girls ; sec¬ 
ond, adults between the ages of eighteen and fifty-three 
years, of which two were men and three were women. 
The first group received in all 187 injections of one 
gramme of the extract. The second group received 196 
injections. The point chosen for the injections was, in 
general, the interscapular region near the margin of the 
scapula. With antiseptic precautions, not the slightest 
local reaction was ever observed. 

In the first group there were as follows : 

Tuberculous coxalgia, three cases (one girl and two 
boys); hereditary syphilis and paraplegia, one case (girl); 
hereditary syphilis and bronchial adenopathy, two cases 
(a boy and a girl); paraplegia consecutive to scarlatina, 
one case (girl); cerebral syphilitic sclerosis, one case 
(boy); pulmonary tuberculosis, two cases (girls); hys¬ 
teria, one case (girl); hysteria and chorea, two cases 
(girls). 

In the second group were the following : 

Reichman’s disease, consecutive cachexia, one case 
(man); tabes dorsalis, one case (man); hysteria, two 
cases (women); neurasthenia and anaemia, one case 
(woman). 

The tonic action of the extract in these cases was very 
manifest. The muscular forces were improved, the cer¬ 
ebral faculties reinforced, the appetite bettered, insomnia 
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gave way to calm sleep, the integuments assumed more 
or less quickly their normal hue, and the body weight 
was augmented almost without exception, in some cases 
even to the point of embonpoint. 

The injections, which were administered at intervals, 
varying from two days to three weeks, were all well- 
borne, occasioning sometimes a general excitation 
which never lasted more than a day. 

The author details the histories of the seventeen 
cases treated with the extract, which in his hands exhib¬ 
ited such good effect upon the central nervous system, 
particularly of infants. He regards it as a valuable addition 
to the infantile therapeutic resources of medicine. P. M. 

jPiperazine in Diabetes Mellitus. —Although 
Piperazine has been chiefly utilized as a solvent for uric 
acid in the treatment of gout, renal lithiasis and the uric 
acid diathesis in general, some evidence has been 
recently adduced showing its value in diabetes mellitus. 
Hildebrandt’s experiments are very interesting in this 
respect. He set up an artificial diabetes in dogs by ad¬ 
ministration of phloridyin, and then gave Piperazine 
Bayer with the result of preventing the excretion of 
sugar. If phloridyin and Piperazine were simultan¬ 
eously administered no signs of diabetes or impairment 
of the health of the animals was observed. Encouraged 
by these results, Hildebrandt resorted to the use of the 
remedy in a case of marked saccharine diabetes, giving 
from fifteen to twenty-five grains daily divided in three 
doses in aqueous solution. Under its employment, which 
was kept up for fourteen days, the amount of sugar in 
the urine was reduced from eight to three per cent., 
while the patient’s general condition was also much im¬ 
proved. In a case treated by Dr. Gruber, in which other 
remedies had been previously employed without success, 
Piperazine Bayer proved very serviceable. It was ad¬ 
ministered in fifteen grain doses daily dissolved in soda 
water, and its administration was continued for five 
weeks. During this time the patient’s condition was not 
only materially improved, but the excretion of sugar was 
considerably reduced. In view of the lack of efficient 
remedies in diabetes mellitus, further trials of Piperazine 
are greatly to be desired. Now that the Farbenfabriken 
vorm. Friedr. Bayer & Co., of Elberfield, have by a new 
process of manufacture greatly diminished the cost of the 
remedy, this obstacle to its employment in doses suffi¬ 
ciently large to exert medicinal effects no longer is 
encountered. 



